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W.I.S. MISSION STATEMENT AND PHILSOPHY
PREMISE

Modern society, at its more affluent levels, is becoming increasingly complex in terms of both cultural integration and economic interdependence. This process is aided by rapid advances in communication, computer science and information technology, all of which combine to break down traditional frontiers and lead to a radical and continual transformation of the social fabric.

MISSION STATEMENT

To serve the local community through the provision of an ‘international education’, in keeping with the stated philosophy, which will enable students to gain entry to higher education world-wide, or to transfer to other educational systems around the world, without compromising age-appropriate academic and social skills, and at the appropriate chronological level.

1. ‘The local community’

The community served by WIS consists of:

· families with dual nationality who require an(( international education

· families with Italian nationality who require an international education

· families whose children are internationally mobile because of the parents’ profession or because of previous international experience

· alumni.((
2. ‘International education’

The Programme of studies at WIS seeks to reflect the best practices within international education, and is under continual review on the basis of current educational research.

The Primary School is in the initial phase of the implementation of the Primary Years Programme of the International Baccalaureate Organization and this provides the basic curriculum framework for Pre-school to Year 5. 

WIS prides itself upon the caring attitude within its community, and this is fostered by the teachers of the school, who view the social and emotional development of the children as an important part of the educational process. The values of the school are clearly articulated and published in this publication. The principles contained therein, and the stated school philosophy, guide the school in all its deliberations and actions.

The teachers of the school are all fully qualified specialists, and are appointed on the basis of

their familiarity with, and experience of, the requirements of the academic programme of the school. There is a deliberate attempt to broaden the nationalities represented on the teaching staff as much as possible without compromising the high standards of the school, to provide the students with a genuine international learning environment.

All children from Years 1 to 5 are expected to study at least one language in addition to English. The host nation language, Italian, is a compulsory component of the Primary Programme.

3. ‘Transfer to other educational systems’

Typically, in an average year, approximately 25% of the students at WIS transfer to other schools around the world. It is our experience that the transition has been successful, in both anglophone and non-anglophone school systems (please note that the school makes every effort to accommodate the language tuition required by some students to enable them to reintegrate into national systems, however the additional tuition costs are the responsibility of the parents).

PHILOSOPHY

Formal education is a major component in the process by which young people are equipped to face, and adapt to, the challenges posed by a complex, technological and multi-cultural society.

An ‘international education’ should

· develop within each student a sense of self-esteem and identity, and an awareness of ((the interdependence of all living things, peoples and nations

· provide each student with communicative, academic, social and emotional skills through the provision of a balanced and sequential curriculum, which focuses upon the intellectual, physical, creative and moral development of the individual, within the context of a clearly articulated values system

· foster a respect for and an appreciation of, the worth of cultural differences, both within the school and beyond, and a respect for basic human rights

· foster(( a commitment to the elimination of poverty, hunger and disease wherever they may exist, and a respect for, and preservation of,  the natural environment.

Values

It is a fundamental tenet of all societies that certain types of behaviour are appropriate, and certain types of behaviour are not; certain actions are perceived as good, whilst others are bad; there is a right way and a wrong way of doing things. Choice of action in a variety of circumstances is a fundamental fact of life, and within this choice lays our personal responsibility. It is also a fundamental responsibility of schools to give guidance in the question of choice of action, and this responsibility must be firmly anchored to a set of guiding principles.

At WIS we believe that choice of action should be determined by the following considerations:

1.
That we should be mindful of the needs and rights of others

Such a consideration should be enshrined in principles of good governance. Social order is required to protect all individuals, particularly the weak and minority groups. Laws and regulations are the tools of good governance, and there are appropriate ways to influence change. The right to be heard is balanced by the responsibility to listen, and these are the foundation stones of a just society.

2.
That we should be honest in our dealings

Every ethical system holds firmly to the importance of truth telling and proscribes deceit. This value is essential to all human affairs from the operation of schools, to the governance of nations. Honesty must lie at the heart of every school curriculum. Arising out of honesty is trust, which in turn nurtures security - a fundamental requirement for mental well-being.

3.
That we should be peaceful in our intentions

At the core of human relations is the need for peace. This is true both in the global, political sense as much as in the home environment and local community. Conflict resolution at any level requires good social and emotional skills, and an underlying conviction that coercion and confrontation are not the best way to resolve problems; indeed, they have a great potential to harden attitudes. Social harmony is dependent upon cooperation, and the ability and willingness to seek compromise.

4.
That we should be considerate in our actions

As human beings we do not live in total isolation; any human action impacts on others, as well as on the environment, in both direct and subtle ways. We should all be aware of the consequence of our actions, and recognize our custodianship of the world we have inherited; good citizenship involves the protection and preservation of the physical environment from damage and destruction. Also, in a multi-cultural community we should be particularly sensitive to the impact our actions have on others, and we should strive for a greater understanding of common cultural inheritance as well as an understanding of the basis for cultural difference.

SCHOOL OBJECTIVES
1. 
To provide an academic programme that is sequential and relevant to the needs of all

students.

2. 
To provide an academic programme that is balanced and rigorous.

3. 
To implement an inquiry based approach to learning using the Primary Years Programme of the International Baccalaureate Organization.

4. 
To provide support for students who wish to sit Italian examinations.

5. 
To ensure that all students gain experience, and an appreciation of the creative and

performing arts.

6. 
To provide a physical education programme that is inclusive, and promotes sound physical development and the acquisition and development of individual skills.

7.
 To provide opportunities for cooperative games and team sports.

8. 
To provide a health education programme that is relevant, consistent, and sequential and age appropriate.

9. 
To provide opportunities for students to pursue interests through a variety of after-school

activities.

10. 
To provide a clearly articulated and demonstrated programme of social/emotional

development and support throughout the school.

11.
To provide each student with the technology skills that are age-appropriate to the

educational and social requirements of contemporary society.

12. 
To provide opportunities for the appropriate use of technology within and throughout the

academic programme.

13. 
To provide for English language support:

· through a clearly articulated language policy;

· through recognition that in an international(( school the majority of students may not be native English speakers;

· through recognition that all teachers are(( de facto ESL teachers at WIS;

14.
To provide support for children accepted into the school with learning differences.

(accepted within the parameters articulated by the school admissions policy).

15.
 Wherever possible to provide for a broad variety of cultural sources and references within the academic programme.

16.
To provide all students with a cultural appreciation of the host nation.

17. 
To develop an appreciation of the host country through a language programme that is

accessible to all students in Year 1 to Year 5.

18. 
To demonstrate and foster a respect for cultural difference and basic human rights.

19. 
To provide opportunity for all students to contribute to the amelioration of poverty, hunger

or disease through both school based and external aid and charity organizations.

20.
To demonstrate through the actions of the constituent members of the school community a commitment to the values espoused in the school philosophy.

23.
To demonstrate through positive action a respect and responsibility for the local

environment, and through school programmes a wider responsibility for the natural

environment.

24.
To provide sufficient and adequate information to parents and students with regard to the

content, structure and assessment of all academic programmes, both prior to admission and regularly thereafter.

25.
To provide teachers with adequate in-service opportunities to support curriculum initiatives and to ensure that they are kept abreast of current research on best practices within International education.

26.
 To maintain an ongoing review of all programmes and procedures to ensure consistency

with the best practices within international education.

THE PHILOSOPHY:  profile of a PYP student
The PYP defines the characteristics of students who are aware of and sensitive to the experiences of others.   These create a profile of the PYP student, which helps teachers and students to establish goals, plan units of inquiry, and assess performance:

Inquirers

Their natural curiosity has been nurtured.  They have acquired the skills necessary to conduct purposeful, constructive research.  They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Thinkers
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to make sound decisions and to solve complex problems.

Communicators
They receive and express ideas and information confidently in more than one language, including the language of mathematical symbols.

Risk-takers
They approach unfamiliar situations without anxiety and have the confidence and independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies.  They are courageous and articulate in defending those things in which they believe.

Knowledgeable
They have spent time in our school exploring themes that have global relevance and importance.  In so doing, they have acquired a critical mass of significant knowledge.

Principled
They have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning.  They have integrity, honesty and a sense of fairness and justness.

Caring
They show sensitivity towards the needs and feelings of others.  They have a sense of personal commitment to action and service.

Open-minded
They respect the views, values and traditions of other individuals and cultures and are accustomed to seeking and considering a range of points of view.

Well-balanced
They understand the importance of physical and mental balance and personal well being.

Reflective
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and analyze their personal strengths and weaknesses in a constructive manner.

PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMME

ADMISSION

Children of any nationality are eligible to enter the school. Application for entrance should be

made in writing to the Principal on the form prescribed by the school. The minimum age for admission to Nursery is 2.1/2 and for Transition 4.1/2 years of age by September 1st.

Acceptance of any application shall be determined by the Principal and is subject to interview with both parents and an entrance test. Physical and social maturity is also important factors in admission, especially at younger ages.

FACILITIES

The WIS resides in a building a short walk from the centre of Pisa.   The school houses four classrooms upstairs, a library/teacher’s room, a recreation room and downstairs a classroom and a hall where we have PE, concerts, etc.

There is a large playground outside equipped with swings, slides and a large synthetic grassed court. 

MEDICAL EXAMINATION

All new students entering school are required to produce evidence of a medical examination

within the past 6 months.

Each year thereafter all returning students are required to have a medical examination at school or arranged by their family physician.

Any physical, emotional, social or mental conditions which may affect the child's progress in

school should be discussed with the teacher.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

Our Nursery and Transition Programmes are full-day.

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME

There is an orientation meeting for all new parents of Pre-School children prior to the beginning of the school year. Parents are invited to meet with the teachers and ask questions about the programme. Parents will be notified of the date by mail or phone call.

PARENT PARTICIPATION

To extend and enrich school experiences for the children, we encourage parents to serve as resource persons during special class projects, participate in some holiday events, and assist with Field Trips at the teacher’s request. Also, all parents are urged to attend the autumn Meet the Teacher evening to become familiar with their child’s programme.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

Parent-Teacher Conferences to discuss the children's progress are held twice a year; once in the autumn and once in the spring. If any problem arises, however, parents are welcome to make an appointment with the teachers, at any time throughout the year.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Report Cards are issued to parents in February and at the end of the school year.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL TIMES

The hours of the classes are from 9.00 a.m. to 3.40 p.m.  Children are not allowed to leave the classrooms by themselves, unless the teachers have been informed in writing by the children's parents that they may do so. If, for some reason, parents are unable to pick up their children, the teachers should be informed in writing. Please be punctual with arrival and dismissal times.

LUNCH AND SNACK PERIODS

There is a mid-morning snack time for the children each day, and a simple nutritious snack will be provided by the school. Please refrain from packing extra sweets and chocolates. Children are provided with a hot lunch at an extra cost.

BIRTHDAYS

All children will have their birthdays acknowledged at school.   A cake may be brought in to share with the others in school.   This cake must have been bought from a cake shop and the cash receipt showing the date must be handed to the class teacher.   This is due to Italian Health Regulations.   Invitations to private birthday parties, and presents or favours, will not be accepted for distribution.

Children’s birthdays will be acknowledged at assemblies with the presentation of a certificate.

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES

All art materials, including crayons, are issued free of charge.  Consumable materials – worksheets, photocopying, etc. will be invoiced at the beginning of the academic year. 

A list of items for use in class will be given out in the first week of school by the teachers, and is reproduced below:

PRE-SCHOOL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

Students will be expected to provide the following equipment themselves:

Early Years

· Slippers
· Shoe bag – purchased from the school
· Clothes bag – purchased from the school
PLEASE LABEL ALL SUPPLIES WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME

HELPFUL POINTERS
There are a number of points which we emphasize in our curriculum and your co-operation will aid us in our daily routine.

· Build a positive attitude towards school

· Talk with and read to your child

· Teach your child safety rules, such as how to cross the street or not to leave the school


premises without permission

· Encourage your child to develop creativity by providing materials for cutting, colouring,


drawing and constructing

· Give your child opportunities to express himself/herself, such as speaking in sentences, or developing vocabulary

· Encourage your child to dress and remove wraps; see that boots and outer clothing are large enough to make this easy for your child. Make sure your child wears the school uniform and suitable shoes that can be independently manageable

· Label your child's clothing and possessions
· Teach your child to respect other children's property

· Let your child make some decisions at home and give your child some responsibilities, such as picking up toys after play

· Help your child come to school every day in a happy frame of mind. All children need



a good night's rest



enough time for dressing and(( eating



a good meal before coming to(( school



simple, comfortable clothing((
CURRICULUM

Our curriculum focuses on the development of the whole child; development of social/emotional skills, physical growth and strength, fine arts and cognitive experiences.  The Pre-School staff are in agreement that children mature and acquire social/emotional skills at different rates, and we also believe that emotional development and acquisition of social skills take place at all times, not only in school but at home. With this in mind, we work not only to increase the child's awareness of his or her own feelings and thoughts, but also to emphasize the thoughts and feelings of others, and the effect of the individual’s behaviour on the group. We strive to increase the child’s ability to work and play productively, while developing independence, helpfulness, and manners. We allow children to progress within their own developmental pace, and we encourage parents to be involved and active participants in their children’s discovery of social and emotional skills.

SOCIAL SKILLS

Social skills apply to both Nursery and Transition programmes. Here, learning objectives are set. Some of the skills, the children will have learned prior to attending Pre-School. We know that individual children mature and acquire skills at different rates. However, we aim for the children to understand and display these skills before progressing to Kindergarten. We believe that emotional development and the acquisition of social skills takes place at all times in school and at home.

Increase awareness of one’s feelings and thinking

· tries to be honest

· expresses wants and needs in words

· reports significant events, but does not tattle constantly

· tries to control frustration

 Increase awareness of others’ feelings and thinking, and the effect of one’s behaviour on others

· refrains from commenting negatively on food, appearance, skills, etc.

· apologizes spontaneously or upon request

· identifies and responds appropriately to feelings such as love, sadness, anger, etc.

· accepts constructive criticism

· accepts responsibility for own actions

· demonstrates empathy for others

· takes turns - as in games, when speaking, etc.

· shares - toys and materials

· shows concern and sympathy when appropriate

· refrains from physical aggression

· respects property of others

Increase ability to work and play productively

· plays co-operatively with friends

· plays well alone

· participates in and enjoys group activities

· recognizes and follows simple rules

· listens and follows directions

· accepts change well

· asks for assistance when necessary

Develop independence and helpfulness

· tidies up own toys and materials

· assists in tidying up or doing small chores when asked

· assists younger or less-able students

· assumes responsibility for own belongings

Manners

· eats with good table manners

· is able to say: hello; goodbye; please; thank you; excuse me

· addresses classmates and teachers by name

· does not interrupt others’ conversations

NURSERY

LANGUAGE ARTS

Children learn vocabulary, intonation, expression and speech patterns by listening to and speaking English as they participate in their daily activities. The children are encouraged to express their ideas in a variety of ways, including drawing pictures as a precursor to writing.

Story-time, dramatization, 'show and tell' and other experiences help develop comprehension and good listening habits. Verbal skills are developed in order to communicate with teachers and friends.

PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is an international curriculum for children in the 3-12 year age range. This curriculum caters for the development of the whole child in all areas of learning. The PYP approach encompasses social, emotional, physical and cultural needs as well as supporting a strong academic programme for all students.

Rationale

The Primary Years Programme offers a comprehensive approach to teaching and learning.

It provides a curriculum model that incorporates guidelines on what students should learn, on teaching methodologies and on assessment strategies.

At WIS we are committed and working towards attaining authorization to offer the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme.

MATHS

The goals of the Maths curriculum include recognizing shapes and spatial relationships, establishing one-to-one correspondence between spoken numbers and objects, expressing comparative size relationships among groups of objects, and sorting and classifying objects into similar groups.

ART

In Arts and Crafts, the children learn the proper use of various art materials and equipment, such as paints, crayons, glue and scissors. They are encouraged to respond freely and creativity is praised.

Both free and directed activities, most of which tie in with class projects, are provided for the

children.

MUSIC

Activities such as listening to music, singing songs, playing singing games, dancing and playing instruments give the children another way of expressing themselves. Musical performances help the children gain satisfaction and confidence.

A music specialist will take the Nursery class for one period of Developmental Music Education per week.

MOTOR DEVELOPMENT

Free and organized activities introduce basic skills, such as jumping, balancing and throwing and catching.

Manipulative skills using fine motor control are developed by learning to use scissors, crayons and other classroom materials such as puzzles, building blocks and playdough.  A balance of gross and fine motor exercises, active and quiet periods, indoor and outdoor  activities, are designed to be enjoyable parts of the daily programme.

Nursery students are included in the Primary Physical Education Programme. Physical Education specialists will take the Nursery class for one period of Developmental Physical  Education per week.

TRANSITION

LANGUAGE ARTS

Formal and informal activities improve the children's ability to understand spoken English and to express themselves to adults and peers. 'Show and Tell', dramatic play and story time are some of the daily activities. A pre-reading readiness book introduces skills such as likenesses and differences, left to right progression, sequencing, classification, inferences, and listening comprehension. The recognition and writing of the letters of the alphabet, and their corresponding sounds, are also introduced.

Primary Years Programme

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is an international curriculum for children in the 3-12 year age range. This curriculum caters for the development of the whole child in all areas of learning. The PYP approach encompasses social, emotional, physical and cultural needs as well as supporting a strong academic programme for all students.

Rationale

The Primary Years Programme offers a comprehensive approach to teaching and learning.  It provides a curriculum model that incorporates guidelines on what students should learn, on teaching methodologies and on assessment strategies.

At WIS we are committed and working towards attaining authorization to offer the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme.

MATHS

The number readiness programme includes recognition of numerals 0 through 10 and discovering their number values. Through games and exercises children learn to count and understand one-to-one correspondence. They also make comparisons in size and number, and identify location of objects. Shapes, measurement and patterns are introduced. Manipulatives are constantly available for the children to explore and expand their math concepts. Geoboards, pegboards, unifix cubes and pattern blocks are just a few of the manipulatives which the children use and enjoy.

ART

The children are exposed to a variety of ways to express themselves through free and directed activities. Abundant art materials and equipment are available for the children to explore.  A variety of media, such as painting, drawing, modelling, paper craft and dyeing are introduced.  Many of the art activities are related to various topics in the curriculum.

MUSIC

The children are introduced to various instruments and enjoy playing in a 'mini-band' to songs and rhythms. The children also sing many different types of songs. Creative dancing, where children express their feelings and ideas through movement, is explored.

A music specialist will take the Nursery class for one period of Developmental Music Education per week.

MOTOR DEVELOPMENT

Transition students will be included in the Primary Physical Education Programme.   Physical Education specialists will take the Transition class for one period of Developmental Physical Education per week. Outdoor recess offers them opportunities to freely and creatively explore their physical ability.

The classroom provides many materials allowing the children to develop their small muscles and eye-hand co-ordination. The children will experience use of crayons, pencils, coupies, scissors, staplers and paste throughout the school day, as well as experiment with clay, build with Legos, and put puzzles together.

